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Report  from  the  Director 

Christine  Myers  Crist 

Anniversaries  open  doors  for  new  beginnings.  In  1984  the  20th  anniversary  of 
Pennsylvania's  first  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women  was  observed  by  every 
department  in  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth  and  opened  doors  of 
cooperative  action  on  many  of  the  concerns  of  women. 

Over  the  years,  the  Commission  worked  regularly  with  many  agencies  of 
government  in  efforts  to  be  in  touch  with  the  needs  of  its  constituency,  affect  policy, 
and  publish  information.  In  June,  the  Commission  invited  every  department  in  the 
Commonwealth  to  contribute  to  an  exhibit  showing  what  women  do  in  government 
and  what  government  does  for  women.  Every  department  participated  because 
every  department  has  women  doing  important  jobs,  because  each  agency  takes 
women  into  account  when  establishing  programs  or  setting  policy. 

Why? 

Partly  because  after  20  years  of  Commissions  for  Women  in  Pennsylvania, 
government  is  better  aware  of  and  working  to  improve  the  condition  of  women  in 
the  Commonwealth.  On  the  road  to  full  equality,  Pennsylvania  has  traveled  miles, 
with  the  state  government  leading  the  way. 

The  Commission  is  supported  by  the  administration  in  assisting  agencies  to 
assure  that  Pennsylvania  women  and  men  have  equality  under  the  law.  The 
Commission  maintains  close  contact  with  the  constituency.  Because  of  this,  new 
concerns,  new  insights  can  have  an  enlightening  effect  on  state  policies. 

When  the  administration  seeks  qualified  candidates  for  appointment,  the 
Commission  is  quick  to  supply  names  of  experienced  and  dedicated  candidates  from 
a comprehensive  and  growing  list  of  self-submitted  talent. 

When  a non-governmental  coalition  learns  something  about  teen  parents,  for 
example,  the  Commission  makes  certain  the  appropriate  parts  of  state  government 
are  aware  of  the  information. 

In  1984,  the  Commission  encouraged  the  Department  of  Education  to  increase 
training  opportunities  for  displaced  homemakers.  Years  of  involvement  with  that 
need  lay  behind  the  Commission  recommendation.  As  a result,  more  displaced 
homemakers  are  receiving  appropriate  education  and  entering  productive 
occupations.  And  the  Department  of  Labor  & Industry  opened  a meeting  of  job 
training  program  executives  to  a presentation  by  the  Commission  on  the  special 
aspects  that  make  displaced  homemaker  training  succeed. 

The  Commission  took  the  lead  in  organizing  an  interagency  group  to  explore  the 
role  of  the  Commonwealth  in  day  care  for  dependents,  young  and  old.  This  concern 
for  families,  so  important  to  women,  is  now  being  addressed  from  the  perspective  of 
economic  development  as  well  as  the  needs  of  the  family  for  care  of  children,  the 
elderly,  and  the  physically  dependent. 

Cooperation  begets  results.  Cooperation  allows  policy  and  decision  making  to  be 
informed,  concerned,  democratic.  Commission  cooperation  with  other  agencies  in 
the  Commonwealth  makes  Pennsylvania  a good  place  to  be  a woman. 

The  Commission  looks  forward  to  making  it  even  better  in  1985. 
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Affecting  policy.  . . 

• Participated  in  government  and  citizen  task 
forces  on  such  concerns  as  day  care  for 
dependents,  public  leadership  of  women, 
children  and  families,  teen  parents,  mental 
health. 

• Published  more  than  350  reports  on  legislative 
activity  in  WOMENews;  offered  free  editorial 
space  to  legislators  wishing  to  express 
opinions  on  legislative  issues;  supported 
legislation  to  appropriate  Commonwealth 
funds  for  displaced  homemaker  programs,  to 
make  spousal  sexual  assault  punishable  by 
law,  to  require  informed  consent  for 
treatment  of  breast  cancer,  and  more. 

. . . and  people 

• With  the  Council  on  the  Aging,  published  A 
Citizen’s  Guide  to  Block  Grants. 

• Through  a reader  survey  published  in 
WOMENews  that  was  reprinted  by  several 
local  papers  and  by  women's  organizations  and 
day  care  programs,  collected  information  from 
constituents  on  day  care  needs,  problems,  and 
programs. 

• Provided  information  in  WOMENews  on  more 
than  100  resources,  events,  programs, 
seminars,  and  services  and  issues  as  diverse  as 
women  owning  businesses,  child  support, 
women's  history,  and  prison,  to  more  than 
16,000  citizens. 

• Handled  more  than  1800  complaints  or 
requests  from  women  who  needed  advice  or 
referrals  on  such  subjects  as  rights  of  a 
pregnant  employee,  sexual  harassment  in  the 
school  or  office,  starting  up  a business,  child 
custody  and  support,  credit  rights,  help  for 
battered  wives,  and  more. 


• Coordinated  with  other  departments  and 
agencies,  including  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  Education,  and  Labor  & Industry 
on  employment  and  job  training,  the  Depart- 
ments of  Public  Welfare,  Education  and 
Aging  on  day  care  for  children  and  adults,  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare  Office  of 
Mental  Health  on  research  on  the  prevention 
of  mental  illness  in  women,  all  agencies  for  a 
historical  display  on  women  in  and  affected  by 
state  government,  and  more. 

• Advised  the  Governor  on  issues  of  concern  to 
the  women  of  Pennsylvania. 


• Made  more  than  50  speeches  or  appearances, 
bringing  news  of  rights  and  opportunity  to 
organizations,  classes,  and  seminars. 

• Answered  questions  from  the  media  on  issues 
such  as  women  in  politics,  working  mothers, 
the  ERA,  women's  salaries,  women's  history, 
women  in  business,  day  care,  and  more  — and 
sent  news  and  features  to  more  than  350 
newspapers  and  radio  and  television  stations 
across  the  state. 

• Articulated  the  need  and  broadened  the 
support  for  displaced  homemaker  programs 
and  day  care  as  economic  concerns,  not  only 
for  women,  but  for  society  as  a whole. 

• Worked  with  the  more  than  30  organizations 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Women's  Legislative 
Exchange  to  share  information  on  issues  of 
concern  to  women  and  sponsor  a statewide 
conference  for  hundreds  of  women. 


